
Cultural Resilience as a  
Responsibility of Arts Education:  

Scopes and Limits of Resilience Thinking for a 
Pedagogy of Cultural Sustainability

UNESCO Chair-Ringvorlesung, 11. Januar 2023

Prof. Dr. Benjamin Jörissen

Dr. Tanja Klepacki


https://ucace.fau.de

https://ucace.fau.de


https://www.unesco.org/en/mondiacult2022?
TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000d6e367508be3d6869d697c604546a9d6d7ea665f25b8e4c695d71b836d6bd9af0877c4bf501430001c2e579ea42aaba383110fabcdf1167f3908d8957635c50b0611553bf3b11d1fffea66397
f197a1d13112ee91370c260 (16.12.2022)

https://www.unesco.org/en/mondiacult2022?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000d6e367508be3d6869d697c604546a9d6d7ea665f25b8e4c695d71b836d6bd9af0877c4bf501430001c2e579ea42aaba383110fabcdf1167f3908d8957635c50b0611553bf3b11d1fffea66397f197a1d13112ee91370c260
https://www.unesco.org/en/mondiacult2022?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000d6e367508be3d6869d697c604546a9d6d7ea665f25b8e4c695d71b836d6bd9af0877c4bf501430001c2e579ea42aaba383110fabcdf1167f3908d8957635c50b0611553bf3b11d1fffea66397f197a1d13112ee91370c260
https://www.unesco.org/en/mondiacult2022?TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000d6e367508be3d6869d697c604546a9d6d7ea665f25b8e4c695d71b836d6bd9af0877c4bf501430001c2e579ea42aaba383110fabcdf1167f3908d8957635c50b0611553bf3b11d1fffea66397f197a1d13112ee91370c260


https://www.unesco.org/en/mondiacult2022?
TSPD_101_R0=080713870fab2000d6e367508be3d6869d697c604546a9d6d7ea665f25b8e4c695d71b836d6bd9af0877c4bf501430001c2e579ea42aaba383110fabcdf1167f3908d8957635c50b0611553bf3b11d1fffea66397
f197a1d13112ee91370c260 (16.12.2022)

“the importance of enhancing synergies between culture and 
education, acknowledging the imperative of context-relevant education, 
which encompasses cultural heritage, history and traditional knowledge, 
with a view to (i) expanding learning outcomes and enhancing quality 
education […] as well as the appreciation of cultural diversity, 
multilingualism, arts education and digital literacy, including […] artificial 
intelligence; (ii) fostering the systemic integration of culture into formal, 
informal and non-formal education, […]; (iii) supporting technical and 
vocational education and training (TVET) in the cultural sector […]; as 
well as (iv) investing in the educational and social role of museums, 
creative hubs, libraries, archives and cultural institutions; and in this 
regard […] support[s] the development of a revised UNESCO 
framework on culture and arts education […]”
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Resilience, Heritage, and  
Arts Education:  

An Exemplary Student Research Project
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“Cultural Sustainability”  
as a matter of Education



„Cultural Sustainability“

…as sustainance of culture/
cultural identity

… culture & heritage contributing 
to sustainable ways of living
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"Cultural resilience":  

from sustenance of cultures to  

cultures of sustainability

„Due to […] the cultural shaping of temporality itself, 

the term "culture" designates above all that moment 

or that aspect of human coexistence which works 

towards the continuation of life, and necessarily a 

"life" specifically understood from a cultural 

perspective, by means of purpose (values), routines 

for dealing with "world" (semantics, grammars, 

logics), as well as routines for dealing with the always 

apparant limits of the latter (cosmological, 

theological, ontological, epistemological models of 

justification) provide a specific articulation of what 

can and should become such practice of 

"continuation". In light of this, we understand 

"culture" itself as a figuration that is deeply imbued 

with sustainability. “

Jörissen, B., & Klepacki, L. (2021). Krise, Kultur und die Fortsetzung des Lebens: Der Gedanke „kultureller Resilienz“. 
In M. Dietrich & V. Zalcbergaite (Hrsg.), Kultur. Spiel. Resilienz. Mit Kultureller Bildung durch Krisen (S. in print). kopaed.



„Continuation of culture“ 
as a central concern of 

education in itself



“Cultural Sustainability” and 
“Resilience Thinking”



Psychology 
Sociology

Economy 
Management

Medicine 
Biology

Environmental Studies 
Geography

Ethnography 
Cultural Studies

Technology 
Engineering



Chantah, J., Frankenberg, E., Lupu, S., Roden, I., Kreutz, G., & Bongard, S. (2020). Effekte musikalischer Aktivität auf Selbstberichte psychischer Gesundheit und Akkulturation 
von geflüchteten jungen Männern. In S. Timm, J. Costa, C. Kühn, & A. Scheunpflug (Hrsg.), Kulturelle Bildung. Theoretische Perspektiven, methodologische Herausforderungen, 

empirische Befunde (S. 279–295). Waxmann.

Effects of musical activity on self-reports 
of mental health and acculturation of 
young refugee men

Chantah, J., Frankenberg, E., Lupu, S., Roden, I., 
Kreutz, G., & Bongard, S.

1. Introduction 

Music builds bridges between different cultures and has been shown in 
previous research to be a suitable means of increasing well-being in 
difficult or challenging life situations. Against the backdrop of the so-called 
"refugee crisis" of 2015 to 2017, in which around 1 million people fled to 
European countries from various regions to escape war, terror, persecution 
or poverty, a large number of projects were initiated in Germany, especially 
at the municipal level, which used or use musical activities to support the 
successful integration of refugees. The study presented here is part of the 
joint project "MINUTE" ("Musical Interventions for Sustainable Integration 
and Cultural Participation of Refugee Children and Adolescents") and is 
dedicated to the investigation of the effects of musical leisure activities for 
refugee young adults on psychological acculturation processes, health-
related parameters, psychological well-being and emotion regulation. In the 
following, the findings are first reported in a theoretical introduction and the 
hypotheses on which the study is based are presented. Then, in separate 
chapters, the methodological procedure and the main results are presented 
before their significance for the potential of learning music together with 
regard to successful psychological adaptation processes is assessed in the 
concluding discussion section.
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Environmental Studies 
Geography



Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 7.

retaining identity 
through change 

activating resources 
in culturally 

meaningful ways

by

so that

meaningful responses to 
disruptive events are 

created on  
multiple interwoven  

social levels



Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 21 citing 
Redman, C.L. (2014). Should sustainability and resilience be combined or remain distinct pursuits? Ecology and Society, 19(2). 

selection of most  
efficient intervention

definition of 
problem

outcome

balancing of identity & 
change as default

definition  
of goals

definition  
of means

culturally meaningful  
articulation of a problem

activating cultural resources 
for change

inventing graceful ways of 
adaption

new balance of identity & 
change

working towards 
set goals

working to cultivate 
an attitude of change

„Resilience theory 
approach“: 

„Sustainability 
science approach“: 



selection of most  
efficient intervention

definition of 
problem

outcome

definition  
of goals

definition  
of means

working towards 
set goals

„Sustainability 
science approach“: 

tendency: 
instructional 

teaching
https://www.bne-portal.de

https://www.ku.de/news/bne-auf-dem-gelaende-der-landesgartenschau-in-ingolstadt
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https://twitter.com/avsi_kenya/status/1481241002618888197



resourcefulness

rootedness

resistance

„Pillars of resilience“: 
3 core properties of succeeding 

resilience processes

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.
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vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.
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„Pillars of resilience“: 
3 core properties of succeeding 

resilience processes



rootedness

Properties of successful

resilience processes

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.

Interwovenness of people and places, 
 at the same time „more than place, […] people 

are increasingly mobile, so it is about a more 
fluid set of attachments and multi-faceted 

identities“

Prof. Dr. B. Jörissen – benjamin.joerissen@fau.de
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resourcefulness

rootedness

resistance

„Pillars of resilience“: 
3 core properties of succeeding 

resilience processes

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.
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resourcefulness

Merkmale gelingender 
Resilienzbildungsprozesse

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.

Interconnectedness and social creativity


Being able to connect existing resources and 
skills within a community with external flows of 

resources

Prof. Dr. B. Jörissen – benjamin.joerissen@fau.de
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resistance

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 185 ff.

not just abstract resistance "against 
something" but


 
potential starting point for change:


Means by which individuals change social 
processes and structures and build 

alternatives,

e.g. NGOs and activist initiatives.

vgl. Brown, K. (2015). Resilience, Development and Global Change. London: Routledge, p. 191
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„Pillars of resilience“: 
3 core properties of succeeding 

resilience processes



„A dissensus is not a conflict 

of interests, opinions or 

values; it is a division 

inserted in ‘common 

sense’: a dispute over 

what is given and about 

the frame within which we 

see something as given.“

(Rancière, Dissensus, 69)



Hulverscheidt, M. & Dorgathen, H. (Eds.) (2016): RAUS REIN. Texte und Comics zur Geschichte der ehemaligen Kolonialschule in Witzenhausen. Avant-Verlag: Berlin.
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Heritage, Creativity, and Change:  
Cultural Resilience as a Goal  

for Arts Education
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Further Examples
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https://lumbung.space/

The „Lumbung“ principle as collective activism, ecological resilience, and political resistance …

… claiming to integrate education and aesthetic practice.

Foto: documenta fifteen (B. Jörissen )
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Dissemination and Knowledge 
Transfer

22 & 23 March 2023 - ERASMUS+ Workshop Bildungsdirektion Wien 
„Out of the Box: Ökologische Nachhaltigkeit und kulturelle Resilienz für ein grünes Europa“


9-15 July 2023 - ERASMUS+ BIP SUMMER SCHOOL

„International and UNESCO related Perspectives of Arts and Cultural Education


30 July 2023 - Teacher Training for a Middle School Seminar (Regierung von Oberbayern)

„Kulturelle Nachhaltigkeit und Resilience Thinking in Schule und Unterricht“

International Conference 

„Qualitative Research for Cultural Resilience“

(Working Title)

JULY 2024



Presentation slides & further materials:


http://joerissen.name
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https://dikubi.de
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